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BEST PRACTICE EVENT

Entrepreneurship Teaching and Learning - the student experience

Newcastle Business School, Northumbria University | Friday 11 March 2011
Report by Jenny Moore

The first presentation and workshop 1: How can we teach entrepreneurship at a HE Institution? The student experience was facilitated by Dr Stephanie Macht who outlined the outcomes of her research which was extremely informative. Going straight into the workshop following her presentation meant that the audience could immediately explore aspects of the study and exchange with each other best practice from their institution. The workshop groups were lively, to say the least, and the opportunity to exchange best practice and consider other options was invaluable. A student guest speaker added views from his perspective.

The second presentation and workshop: Exploring the impact of entrepreneurial team teaching methods upon students’ entrepreneurial learning (Vijay Vij and Steve Ball) explored a variation on entrepreneurial learning. The input of students who had experienced the programme informed the discussions in the workshop – again lively and thought provoking. 

In summary / key points agreed: 

· Entrepreneurship and creativity: it is vitally important to show the link

· Small group interaction and practical experience is key for entrepreneurial students

· The need for real entrepreneurs (particularly student entrepreneurs) to interact with students is evident

· Soft skills are developed through practical experience rather than active teaching

· Student reflection on entrepreneurial experience is valuable

· International students: cross cultural entrepreneurial teaching needs special consideration

· Students being proactive in what they are doing is essential

· The expectations of students need to be managed explicitly, assessment should relate to the activities as much as possible

· Mentors, particularly student mentors, work well with entrepreneurial students
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