A Report on the Key Contacts symposia held during Winter 2008.
Five Key Contacts symposia were held around the UK during Winter 2008; these were:

University of Glasgow, 15th January
University of Swansea, 17th January

London School of Economics, 22nd January

De Montfort University, 23rd January

The IDEA CETL, University of Leeds, 5th February

The symposia were concerned to showcase both local and national initiatives relevant to improving the student learning experience in Business, Management, Accountancy and Finance. All the symposia had at least one local and at least one national initiative presented by a member of the core team responsible for the initiative.  

Some presentations were common to all five symposia. Steve Probert (Assistant Director, BMAF) also gave an update on BMAF activities at all the symposia, usually assisted by other members of the BMAF academic team: Jean Woodall (Director, BMAF)  and / or Richard Atfield (BMAF Academic Developer). An “Open Forum” session was also held at each Symposium. One of the issues raised was the need to focus on practical activities for aiding learning and teaching at future symposia.
At each meeting, the hosts were encouraged to provide short presentations on their own activities in the teaching and learning area. In Glasgow, Sheena Bell gave a presentation on work-related learning activities she is developing in Glasgow University’. In Swansea, Dr Paul Latreille and Chris Hall gave a hands-on short workshop session on web 2.0 technologies, such as setting up a blog. In London, Edgar Whitley gave a presentation on the outcomes of the “Student Diversity and Academic Writing” FDTL project that he has been working on (in conjunction with his colleagues at Lancaster University), focussing on the experiences of international students before they arrive in the UK. In De Montfort, Harish Ravat and Richard Hall gave a presentation on web 2.0 technologies, focussing on the use of youtube videos for marketing and student familiarisation purposes. In Leeds, Kathryn Dalby and Julia Clarke gave a presentation on developments in the learning and teaching of business ethics – they have been working on this as part of their IDEA CETL work.

National initiatives were also discussed at the symposia. In Glasgow, Alastair Robertson, the Senior Advisor for Scotland, gave a presentation on Higher Education Academy initiatives in Scotland. In Swansea, Gabriel Jezierski gave a presentation on the Academy’s work in Wales. In London, Professor Jean Woodall gave a presentation outlining BMAF’s national initiatives and projects. In De Montfort, Richard Atfield gave a presentation on the BMAF project for improving the support given to part-time HE teaching staff in Business Schools. In Leeds, Fiona Duggan gave a presentation on the work the Academy and JISC have conducted to investigate variations in national responses to plagiarism from HEIs (the AMBeR project).

Overall, the feedback that we have received indicates that these were a successful and enjoyable set of symposia. We hope that all of our Key Contacts will give serious thought to attending and participating in one of the next set of symposia in June / July. 

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/business/events/kcsymposia

