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	The Higher Education Academy with the Quality Assurance Agency, UK Council for Graduate Education, Vitae (formerly UK GRAD Programme), and the British Library

2020 vision – the changing UK doctorate

Monday 24 November 2008
The British Library, London


	Objectives:
i. the global standing, positioning and reputation of the UK doctorate;
ii. the ways in which the doctorate makes an impact, economically, socially and culturally;
iii. the ways in which the UK doctorate, and the doctoral student experience, are evolving in response to changing expectations, opportunities, challenges and requirements.


	Outcome: to help inform and shape the policy dialogue about the UK doctorate. 


	Target audience: national stakeholders which have an interest in the UK doctorate (including the funding councils, Research Councils, Universities UK, Quality Assurance Agency, UK Council for Graduate Education, UK GRAD, Higher Education Academy, and the National Postgraduate Committee), and senior managers of higher education institutions.


	Steering Group: Chris Park, chair (Lancaster University and HE Academy), Sean Mackney (HE Academy), Janet Metcalfe (Vitae), Gill Clarke (University of Bristol and QAA), Suzanne Wilson (HEFCE), Chris Hale (UUK), Pam Denicolo (University of Reading and UKCGE), Neil Viner (EPSRC), Ian Lyne (BBSRC), Duncan Connors (National Postgraduate Committee), Joanna Newman (British Library)


	Programme


	09:15
	Registration and refreshments. 


	Session One: The global context


	10:00
	Welcome
Dame Lynne Brindley (Chief Executive, British Library). 


	10.10
	Introduction by conference chair
Professor Chris Park (Lancaster University and Higher Education Academy). 


	10:20
	A Global View of Research and Knowledge Systems: The Doctorate in Context
Dr Mary-Louise Kearney (Director, the UNESCO Forum on Higher Education, Research and Knowledge). 


	10:40
	The UK doctorate: the view from mainland Europe
Professor Mary Ritter (Imperial College and Vice Chair, EUA Council for Doctoral Education). 


	11:00
	Plenary discussion

	
	

	11:20
	Refreshments


	Session Two: Workshop discussion groups


	11:40
	Delegates select one of four workshops which are designed to be interactive and participatory in nature:

a. Assuring quality and standards in the doctorate – Ms Gill Clarke (University of Bristol).
b. Examining the doctorate – person or product? Professor Pam Denicolo (Reading University and UKCGE).
c. Doctoral programmes: performance measurement and management submission and completion rates – Dr Douglas Halliday (University of Durham).
d. Costs and benefits of doctoral programmes: institutional perspectives – Professor Dianne Berry (Reading University).


	12:30
	Buffet lunch


	Session Three: Workshop discussion groups

	

	13:30











14:15

Session Four: 

	Delegates select one of three workshops which are designed to be interactive and participatory in nature:

a. Assuring quality and standards in the doctorate – Ms Gill Clarke (University of Bristol).
b. Examining the doctorate – person or product? Professor Pam Denicolo (Reading University and UKCGE).
c. Doctoral programmes: performance measurement and management submission and completion rates – Dr Douglas Halliday (University of Durham).

Workshop feedback and plenary discussion

Making an impact


	14:45
	Encouraging intersectoral mobility and knowledge exchange: employers’ views 
Dr Mike Collis (Chief Executive, The Physiological Society).


	15:00
	Investing in early career researchers
Dr Janet Metcalfe (Vitae).


	15:15
	Doctoral research and the health of the disciplines
Professor Rick Trainor (Principal, Kings College London and President of Universities UK)


	15:30
	Panel and plenary discussion


	

	
	

	Session Five: closing plenary


	16:00
	Next steps – plenary discussion


	16:30
	Close of conference
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