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May 25: Day 1

17:00-18:00 
Registration – Aston Business School Building, main reception 

(Full Conference Delegates only)
18:30

Welcome - David Sadler, The Higher Education Academy 
Aston Business School Restaurant
18:45-19:30 
Keynote speaker: Professor the Baroness Haleh Afshar 

(University of York)  - Aston Business School Restaurant
“She who Disputes”: the challenges of translating the views and lived realities of those who have been otherised into policies and the curriculum

This paper discusses the attempt by the Muslim Women’s network to impact on education and policy by consulting its members across the UK and seeking to translate its findings into policy and changes in the curriculums.  Though not a scintillating example of success, this paper considers some of the positive and negative outcomes of this exercise and how they could help toward breaking stereotypes and moving academia and policy makers closer to the lived realities of Muslim women’s experiences and understandings of themselves, their faiths and identities and their lives’ trajectories.

19:30

Dinner – Aston Business School Restaurant
May 26: Day 2

08:00-09:00
Breakfast – Aston Business School Restaurant
08:30 – 09:00
Registration for Day 2 only delegates – Ground floor of the Lakeside Centre
09:00-10:00
Plenary speaker: Professor Robert Gleave (University of Exeter)


Suite 5&6 – Lakeside Centre

Should we teach Islam as a religion or as a civilisation?

When a university advertises a lectureship in Islamic Studies, does it have any idea what it wants from the appointee?  In my experience, the range of possible appointee profiles seems broader in this field than, say, a lectureship in Political Theory, Social Anthropology, or even History.  This maybe because “Islamic Studies”, as a disciplinary title, has no gatekeeper; there are no subject benchmarks, no professional associations and no centralised definitions of the field.  It can therefore can be taken and used by an unusually broad range of academics to describe their work.  Some see the most obviously marked division 
in the field as being between Islam as a belief system (where Muslim acts as belief marker), and Islam as a cultural unifier (or more specifically, “Muslim” as an identity marker).  These competing definitions of Islamic Studies lead to contrasting teaching methods when we get to the classroom delivery of Islamic Studies.  Whether this is a healthy or debilitating structure for the field of Islamic Studies is one, of the numerous aspects of the field, I aim to address in this talk.

10:00-10:30
Coffee – Upper Foyer, Lakeside Centre
10:30-12:00
Parallel workshops: Disciplinary Issues
· Parallel Session 1: Theology and Religious Studies
· Chair: Professor Hugh Goddard (University of Edinburgh)

Syndicate Room – Suites 5&6 (main room)
· Parallel Session 2: Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies
· Chair: Dr. Barbara Zollner (Birkbeck College)

Syndicate Room – Suite 1
· Parallel Session 3: History
· Chair: Dr. Anna Akasoy (University of Oxford)

Syndicate Room – Suite 5DE

· Parallel Session 4: Sociology, Anthropology and Politics
· Chair: Dr. Sophie Gilliat-Ray (Cardiff University) and  Dr Seán McLoughlin (University of Leeds)
Syndicate Room - Suite 4B

· Parallel Session 5: Business Management and Finance
· Chair: Mr. Osama Khan (University of Surrey)

Syndicate Room – Suite 5C

· Parallel Session 6: Law
· Chair: Professor Shaheen Ali (University of Warwick)

Syndicate Room – Suite 4A

12:00-13:00
Lunch – Suites 2 and 3, Lakeside Centre

13:00-14:00
Plenary speaker: Professor Ron Geaves (Liverpool Hope University)

Teaching and Researching Islam in the UK: The Contemporary Challenges
Suites 5 and 6 Lakeside Centre
14:00–14:30
Coffee – Upper Foyer Lakeside Centre
14:30-16:00
Parallel workshops: Cross-disciplinary Issues

· Three identical workshops will be running parallel with delegates assigned to workshops to create cross-disciplinary discussions.

Workshop Group A (Orange dots) - Suite 5&6 (Main room)
Workshop Group B (Green dots) – Suite 4A 
Workshop Group C (Red dots) - Suite 1
16:00-17:00
Final wrap-up – summary from workshops - Suites 5&6, Lakeside Centre
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