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Strategic Approaches to Disabled Student Engagement

Dissemination Event 

9 June 2010 

Hosted by: 
The University of Derby
A practical one-day event to enhance your institution’s approach to student engagement by introducing proven approaches to furthering the involvement of disabled students in higher education. 

Draft programme
10.00 

Arrival and registration

10.30 

Welcome 
Michael Gunn, Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Derby
10.35 
Keynote presentation: The national policy and legal context for (disabled) student engagement

David Ruebain, Chief Executive, Equality Challenge Unit
11.05

Overview of the project and guidance 

Dr Helen May, Senior Adviser, Higher Education Academy 
11.35
Coffee break 

11.50 Workshop session 1:  


Choice of workshop sessions run by HEIs participated in the ECU/Academy project:
a) University of Sunderland: Involving disabled students in institutional processes: a multi method approach

· Dr Michelle Young, Student representative
b) University of Derby and University of Derby Students’ Union: Take the Derby Challenge
· Jean Mutton, Student Experience Project Manager 
· Sukhi Kainth, Democracy and Activities Manager 

c) Brunel University: Establishing a network of Disabled Students 
· Gill Beech,  Operations Manager, Disability and Dyslexia Service
· Martin Smith, Disability and Dyslexia Service Manager (Policy and Planning) and Manager West London Assessment Centre 

13:00

Lunch 


13.45 
Panel Discussion: Strategic approaches to engaging disabled students in HEIs

Chair: Helen May, Higher Education Academy


Speakers: 
· Richard Harris, Student participant, University of Derby
· Vikki Burge, Senior Equality and Diversity Manager, Higher Education Funding Council for Wales
· Dr Christine Nightingale, De Montfort University, Project representative
· Ant Bagshaw, NUS’s Student Engagement Officer
14.30 
Workshop session 2:  
Choice of workshop sessions run by participating institutions:
d) De Montfort University: From dialogue to legacy (and the bits in between)
· Dr Christine Nightingale, Equality & Diversity Adviser

· Sylvie Langham, Head of Student Support and Transitions

e) University of Staffordshire: The Disabled Student’s Toolbox

· Dave Allman, Head of Student Enabling Centre 
f) University of West of England: Involving Disabled Students in a Masterplanning Exercise: developing capacity for influencing the creation of an inclusive environment
· Sandra Manley, Lecturer in School of the Built & Natural Environment
15:45 

Close of conference  
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