[image: image1.jpg]The

Higher
Education
Academy



[image: image2.jpg]phf



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



What works?  Student Retention and Success 
Two Day Retention Convention

We are pleased to announce a national two day retention convention to be held at the Leeds City Inn on 3 - 4 March 2010. 
The aim of the convention is to identify research to help answer the question of what works in relation to student retention and success.  It seeks to promote and encourage engagement in literature, theory and research evidence about student retention and success.  This two day research event is jointly organised by the Higher Education Academy and Action on Access, and will draw on the Student Retention and Success Programme funded by the Paul Hamlyn Foundation and the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE).   The seven successful projects will be represented at the event and will seek to engage in dialogue with delegates to inform an understanding of effective mechanisms to support retention and student success.    

The  convention is open to individuals with a strategic or operational interest in retention and student success.  We welcome a broad range of perspectives and methodologies to critically look at the question of what works to promote student retention and success. While topics not listed below are very welcome, possible themes include: 
· An enhanced understanding of the student body, including the entitlements and requirements of particular under-represented groups.

· Pre-entry support to support students’ preparation and transition into HE. 

· Improving the design and delivery of the curriculum to promote the success of all students.
· The provision of formal or informal extra-curricular activities to support students and promote their engagement in HE.
· The management and/or co-ordination of the student learning experience to promote student success.
· The set up of the HE system at National level to facilitate student retention and success. 

We invite the submission of abstracts for consideration by the peer review panel for one or more of the following types of sessions in the convention - a paper; symposium/panel; special interest group; workshop or poster. 

Papers should report research findings, or discuss evidence-based practice, or critically assess policy or practice (15 minutes, plus discussion time). 
Symposium/panels should consist of three papers on a related topic and a discussant to lead a focused discussion on this issue (75 minutes). 
Workshops should be action-oriented. They should include a short input (up to 15 minutes) and activities for delegates to participate in. They should be of interest and relevance to a wide audience (60 minutes). 
Special interest groups should nominate a convenor and outline the particular issue to be discussed under the theme of retention.  The convenor should look to structure a discussion around the theme with a view to identifying a range of research findings, institutional perspectives and approaches.  
Posters should be A0 in size (portrait layout) and present summary information about your work in a visual or text format in a way that is of interest to the conference participants. Posters will be displayed throughout the conference, but you will be asked to talk about your poster during a networking session. 
  
Abstracts should include a (provisional) title; speaker names, and the name of a key contact.  They should be no more than 200 words. The submission process will be open shortly and the deadline is Thursday 10 December 2009.  The email address for submissions is mailto:inclusion@heacademy.ac.uk.  

Further information about the conference and where to submit abstracts is available from: www.actiononaccess.org/retention.
All abstracts will be reviewed anonymously by two peer reviewers and the final selection of the successful contributions will be made by the conference organising committee. You will be informed of the outcome by 

20 January 2010.  Bookings for the conference will open in September 2009.
  
We will be encouraging presenters to publish papers following the event.  Presenters will also be invited to submit their contributions to EvidenceNet, an interactive research resource facility, provided by the Higher Education Academy.   

Please note: we cannot guarantee which day your session will be allocated to if accepted.
