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ISLAMIC STUDIES NETWORK NEWSLETTER MAY 2010
Welcome to the first edition of the UK Islamic Studies Network online newsletter. This newsletter, published every three months, will highlight the work of the Islamic Studies Network and inform you of upcoming events and other activities. The newsletter is also a space for you and your colleagues to share resources, publications and news items. If you have a news item, a great teaching resource, or an upcoming event to share, please contact Dr Lisa Bernasek, Academic Coordinator for the Islamic Studies Network, at l.bernasek@soton.ac.uk. 

In this edition we give you an overview of the network, including its objectives and the results of a consultation carried out among Islamic Studies academics. We also highlight a recent report produced by members of the Islamic Studies Network project team, which provides some interesting insight into where and in what discipline areas Islamic Studies is taught in the UK. We also outline some of the work that the Academy’s subject centres will be carrying out as part of the Islamic Studies Network project.

We hope you enjoy the newsletter and look forward to hearing from you.

NEWS

1. HEFCE welcomes the work of the Islamic Studies Network
Sir Alan Langlands, Chief Executive, Higher Education Funding Council for England gives his support to the Islamic Studies Network.

Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/HEFCE_WELCOME_NEWS&site=york 
2. Islamic Studies Network provides sector with vital support

Our Islamic Studies Network is bringing together people from across the sector to enhance learning and teaching in higher education.

Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/IS_NETWORK_NEWS&site=york 

3. Subject centres plan Islamic Studies Activity
The five subject centres involved in the Islamic Studies Network each have their own discipline-specific activity planned for the funded project period. Find out more and get involved.

Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/IS_SC_SPOTLIGHT&site=york 
4. British Academy Symposium on Islamic Studies in Europe on 23-24 March 2010.

Members of the Islamic Studies Network attended the British Academy Symposium on Islamic Studies in Europe on 23-24 March 2010.

Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/BA_SYMP_IS_NETWORK&site=york 
5. Join the Islamic Studies Network

To find out more about our work on Islamic Studies, and to keep up to date with activities, events, funding opportunities and resources, join the network here. 
Further information:

https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=ISNETWORK
6. Contribute to the Islamic Studies Magazine
As part of our ongoing work to enhance the provision of Islamic Studies within higher education in the UK, we are asking for contributions to our biannual magazine, Perspectives: teaching Islamic Studies in higher education. We are looking for articles or case studies of 1,000 - 3,000 words in length on any topic related to the pedagogy of Islamic Studies for our first edition in October. If you would like to contribute or to discuss the possibility of working with Perspectives in the future, please contact Dr Lisa Bernasek, Academic Coordinator for the Islamic Studies Network, at l.bernasek@soton.ac.uk.  
Publications, resources and funding 

7. Consultation results published

Following our consultation last year, we have published the results which directed the development of the Islamic Studies Network.

Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/IS_CONSULTATION_NEWS&site=york 

8. HEFCE publishes report on Islamic Studies provision in UK higher education

This report was prepared by colleagues at the Subject Centres for Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies (LLAS) and Philosophical and Religious Studies (PRS) and is based on data collected from over 1,100 modules in Islamic Studies and related disciplines at UK higher education institutions.
Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/IS_UK_PROVISION_NEWS&site=york 

9. Digital Islam: Theses on EthOS
The Joint Information Services Committee (JISC) has recently completed its funding of a project to digitise PhD theses in Islamic Studies from UK higher education institutions. Drawing from the last ten years of research, this project makes 971 theses freely available online through the British Library's EThOS service. 

Further information:
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=resources&newid=ourwork/islamicstudies/JISC_ETHOS_IS&site=york 
10. Intute: Islamic Studies
Intute, the online catalogue of websites for study and research, has a section devoted to Islamic Studies and a virtual training suite on using electronic resources for university study. Websites are vetted and reviewed by a national team of subject specialists from universities across the UK.
Further information:

http://www.intute.ac.uk/islamic/ 
11. Islamic Studies Network – cross-disciplinary project grants: deadline 21 May 2010

We are inviting applications for small project funding to enable the further development of good practice in teaching and learning within Islamic Studies and to facilitate wider sharing across the UK. The network will fund up to four cross-disciplinary network development projects of up to £5,000 each. 
Further information:
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=funding&newid=2010/IS_project_grants&site=york
12. C-SAP call for case studies

The Subject Centre for Sociology, Anthropology and Politics (C-SAP) invite you to consider submitting a case study describing teaching you currently do which is related to the study of Islam.

Further information:

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=funding&newid=2010/IS_CASES_SOCIAL_SCI&site=york 
13. Islamic Studies Network – discipline-specific project grants: deadline December 2010

The subject centres involved in the Islamic Studies Network will shortly be inviting applications for small project funding to enable the further development of good practice in teaching and learning within Islamic Studies and to facilitate wider sharing across the UK. Each subject centre involved in the project will have £5,000 available for discipline-specific projects.
Full details will appear on the Network’s website in September 2010.
Islamic Studies Network and sector-wide events

14. Perspectives on Islamic Studies in higher education, 25-26 May, 2010, Aston Conferences, Aston Business School, Birmingham

This is the inaugural event for the Islamic Studies Network and will open with an evening keynote address from Professor the Baroness Haleh Afshar.  There will also be plenaries from Professor Robert Gleave and Professor Ron Geaves and workshop sessions that will allow participants to discuss issues at a practical level. 

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=events&newid=2010/academyevents/25-26_May_2010_Islamic_Studies_Network_Event&site=york 

15. Colloquium: teaching Philosophical and Religious Studies ‘beyond boundaries’, 9 June 2010, Birmingham City University
This one-day colloquium event is an opportunity for those who teach PRS subjects in learning and teaching contexts in higher education outside of ‘core’ PRS departments, to come together to discuss the distinctive challenges and opportunities of teaching ‘PRS beyond boundaries’, and to explore how these might be addressed most effectively.
http://prs.heacademy.ac.uk/view.html/prsevents/471
16. e-Arabic and cyberspace: the marginalized voices, 10-11 June 2010,

Durham University
The recent proliferation of media platforms in the Arab world has provided an extraordinary number of perspectives from which to analyse civil society and its development. 'Arabic cyberspace' is characterised by varying registers of the Arabic language and the incorporation of various dialects and borrowing from foreign languages. These various linguistic manifestations can be termed ‘e-Arabic’ and are a central theme of this workshop.
http://www.dur.ac.uk/sgia/events-new/earabic/ 

17. The 21st century Gulf: the challenge of identity, 30 June - 3 July 2010, Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies, Exeter University

A cutting-edge interdisciplinary conference exploring the challenges of ‘identity’– political, economic, socio-cultural, and international – as the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states, Iran, Iraq and Yemen undergo paradigm-shifting changes.
http://huss.exeter.ac.uk/iais/all-events/conferences/gulf-conf/ 

18. Courting controversy? Teaching Theology and Religious Studies in the 21st century, 8 - 9 July 2010, University of Leeds
The Subject Centre for Philosophical and Religious Studies is organising a two-day conference to explore issues around the policy and practice of teaching Theology and Religious Studies (TRS) in higher education in a multi-faith and multi-cultural society. The conference is aimed at TRS academics, diversity officers, staff developers and students. 
http://www.prs.heacademy.ac.uk/view.html/prsevents/460
19. Durham Islamic finance conference 2010, 14 - 15 July 2010, Durham University
Despite the fact that most of those involved in Islamic finance claim the immunity of the sector against the financial crisis, a critical examination of the sources of the current crisis will demonstrate that Islamic finance could potentially encounter a similar fate. The conference aims to seek research papers discussing various issues and risk mitigating policies at the regulatory, organizational and product levels for the industry.
http://www.dur.ac.uk/sgia/events-new/difc/
20. World congress for Middle Eastern Studies, 19 - 24 July 2010, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona (UAB), Barcelona

Over 2000 researchers and experts on the Middle East, coming from a large number of universities, research centres and other organisations from all over the world, will gather in Barcelona at the World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies (WOCMES). 
http://wocmes.iemed.org/ 

21. Languages for the 21st century: training, impact and influence, 1 - 2 September 2010, The Edge, University of Sheffield

This conference aims to show-case new training provision, techniques, technologies, methodologies and research in language teaching, with an emphasis on the advanced or research-focussed learner. Particular emphasis will be on the languages of the wider world: Africa, East and South Asia, Russia, central Europe, and the Arab world.
http://www.llas.ac.uk/events/6142
22. Red Sea V: the fifth international conference of the peoples of the Red Sea region, 16 - 19 September 2010, Institute of Arab & Islamic Studies, Exeter University
The Red Sea Project conference series is the premier forum for the archaeology, anthropology, history, and languages of the Red Sea region. After a focus at the 2008 conference on the Red Sea’s terrestrial hinterlands, Red Sea V brings the conference back to the sea itself, and to the theme of life lived on and from the marine environment in all periods.
http://projects.exeter.ac.uk/mares/conferences.html 

