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Islamic Studies Network

Call for project funding bids
The Islamic Studies Network brings together those working in Islamic Studies to enhance teaching and learning in higher education. Islamic Studies is an umbrella term for the academic study of Islam, Muslim cultures and societies and Islamic knowledge through a variety of subject areas and perspectives. This includes, but is not limited to, those working in Religious Studies, Theology, Language Studies and Linguistics, International Relations, Law, Finance, Management and Business Studies, History, Literature and Textual Studies, Security Studies, Economics, Education, Science, Philosophy, Art, Media Studies, Cultural Studies, Politics, Anthropology and Sociology, and interdisciplinary Area Studies programmes, for example those associated with Middle East or South Asian Studies.
Following its first funding call earlier this year, the Islamic Studies Network is again inviting applications for small project funding to enable the further development of good practice in teaching and learning within Islamic Studies and to facilitate wider sharing across the UK.  
The maximum amount that an individual project can apply for is £3,000. Up to 12 projects will be funded.

Projects can be discipline-specific or cross-disciplinary.
Discipline-specific projects should indicate which of the following categories they align to:
· Business, Management, Accountancy and Finance;
· History, Classics and Archaeology;


· Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies;
· Law;
· Philosophical and Religious Studies;
· Sociology, Anthropology and Politics;
· any other discipline.
Themes for discipline-specific projects may include:
· developing resources*, particularly online shareable resources, for a specific discipline community;
· curriculum design and development for Islamic Studies within a specific discipline;
· developing ways to share best practice in teaching and learning for a specific discipline community;
· developing resources* for lecturers new to the study of Islam who wish to incorporate Islamic Studies content into their teaching;  

· developing resources* for postgraduate students new to the study of Islam, or resources aimed at various student constituencies.
Themes for cross-disciplinary projects may include:

· a feasibility study for a learned society for Islamic Studies academics in the UK;
· curriculum design and development in Islamic Studies across disciplines;
· articulating quality standards for Islamic Studies;
· developing resources*, particularly online shareable resources, for specialists and non-specialists teaching in Islamic Studies across disciplines;
· developing resources* and carrying out outreach activities related to Islamic Studies for the wider public;
· comparing practice and educational techniques in order to develop further dialogue between publicly-funded higher education institutions and Muslim institutions;
· investigating current practice in cross-disciplinary or inter-disciplinary teaching in Islamic Studies, including identifying strengths and weaknesses of such work;
· developing resources aimed at students for the purposes of recruitment or in relation to employability.
*Resources may include, but are not limited to, teaching materials, bibliographies, collections of syllabi, case studies, glossaries of terms, or translations.
Other themes may be proposed as long as the project retains a focus on developing teaching and learning in Islamic Studies in UK higher education. Please address any questions as to the suitability of your project to Lisa Bernasek, Academic Coordinator for the Islamic Studies Network, at islamicstudies@heacademy.ac.uk. 
1.
Guidelines
1.1
Key dates
The deadline for submission of applications is Friday 29 October 2010.
Applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application by Monday 29 November 2010.
Funding will be made available in January 2011, with grantees to complete activity by 31 January 2012. An interim report will be expected on 1 July 2011.
1.2
Application form
Proposals should be submitted on the attached application form and must be presented both in hard copy and electronically by email attachment. Electronic versions of the completed forms should be sent to Carrie Drewer, Project Officer for the Islamic Studies Network at islamicstudies@heacademy.ac.uk. 
Only fully completed (electronic) application forms that arrive by the stated deadline will be eligible for consideration. (We will accept a hard copy after the deadline, but the electronic copy must have been submitted by the deadline to receive consideration.) 
Signed hard copies should be sent to: Carrie Drewer, The Higher Education Academy, Innovation Way, York Science Park, Heslington, York, YO10 5BR.

1.3
Application criteria

· Applicants must be academics or academic-related staff involved in teaching at undergraduate or postgraduate level at a publicly-funded higher education institution in the UK;
· all projects must relate to teaching and learning in Islamic Studies in UK higher education (though cross-sector, international or outreach projects are welcomed);
· projects must demonstrate wider benefit to the Islamic Studies higher education community;
· projects must have an identifiable publicly available output (e.g. a report, a collection of resources), which will be made freely available on the Islamic Studies Network website.
1.4
Use of funds

Funding can be used for a variety of purposes, including buyout of teaching time, administrative and technical assistance, costs of consumable items, materials development, reasonable travel expenses, and costs arising from attendance at UK-based conferences where attendance is an integral element of the project.

We are unable to fund:

· institutional overheads;
· evaluation of courses, course materials or departments;
· student research; 
· research not related to teaching and learning;
· projects with no identifiable benefits beyond the participating institution(s);
· projects entirely based in schools or other non-higher education providers;
· the (re)publication of existing research or teaching materials;
· purchase of large items of equipment, e.g. computers;
· applicants not employed by publicly-funded UK higher education institutions.
1.5
Selection criteria
Bids will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· Relevance of the project to the development of teaching and learning in Islamic Studies in UK Higher Education
· proposal sets out clearly what the project is intended to achieve; 

· proposal identifies publicly-available outputs for the project;
· proposal is feasible and practical. 

· Potential benefit to the Islamic Studies higher education community and potential impact on this community and beyond
· potential benefit of outcomes and deliverables; 

· likely extent of take-up by practitioners; 
· potential impact on one or more of the following: the student learning experience in Islamic Studies; institutional or cross-institutional structures or policy; constituencies outside higher education who are working on issues relating to Islam and Muslims in the UK.
· Innovation

· the project should address a clearly identified gap in knowledge or resources;
· the project should be innovative, at least for the subjects in which, or across which, it is proposing to work.
· Dissemination 

· clearly stated, cost effective, and appropriate dissemination plans. 

· Monitoring and evaluation 

· incorporates a system for monitoring and evaluating the progress and outcomes of the project. 

· Costs and value for money 

· justification for the funding requested; 

· any additional funding and resources provided (such as from the host department and/or institution); 

· value for money (the project may also be building on previous investment).
· Timetable

· realistic timetable of activities, outcomes and deliverables.
2. 
Selection process

· Once proposals have been received, they will be checked for completeness and appropriateness against the application criteria. 

· Proposals will then be ranked according to the selection criteria by a committee made up of members of the Islamic Studies Network project team and the advisory board.
· Authors of unsuccessful proposals will be given feedback on why the project was not funded. 

3.
Running projects

3.1 
Responsibilities of grant holder

The grant holder will be responsible for carrying out the project in a timely and financially accountable manner, including completing deliverables and dissemination activities and full disclosure of the work to the project team. Unless stated otherwise, the ownership of Intellectual Property rests with the creator. The owner of the Intellectual Property shall, however, only use and exploit the Intellectual Property for purposes connected with the project, and any use of Intellectual Property outside the remit of the project requires the written permission of the Academy, which shall not be unreasonably withheld. The Academy reserves the right to arrange for Intellectual Property to be exploited for the national benefit, in collaboration with the grant recipients, including full publication via print and electronic means of the final report. In addition the grant holder must credit the Higher Education Academy for assistance in any disseminated or published materials. 
3.2 
Monitoring project progress

The Academic Coordinator will liaise with the grant holder on the progress of the project, and will monitor progress against plan and advise the grant holder as appropriate. The grant holder will be required to submit one interim progress report. Any disagreements between the grant holder and the Higher Education Academy will be referred to the Islamic Studies advisory board for arbitration. 

3.3 
Financial arrangements
The payment of monies will be made by the Higher Education Academy. The expectation is that no payments will be made for overheads. Payment of grants will be made as follows:

· one half of the agreed sum will be paid on the agreement of the statement of responsibilities; 

· the next quarter will be paid upon receipt of a satisfactory interim report;
· the remaining quarter will be paid on completion of all deliverables of the project; 

· any funds unspent at the end of the project will be retained by the Academy; 

· funds must be claimed by invoice from the host institution. 

Funding is subject to the approval of the applicant’s institution, and the signing of a contract.

For further information please contact islamicstudies@heacademy.ac.uk.

Islamic Studies Network

Call for project funding bids
Application form
	Title of proposal:
	

	Lead proposer:
	

	Institution:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	

	Email:
	

	Names of additional proposers:
	

	Total funding requested: 
(Max £3,000)
	

	Type of project: 
	Cross-disciplinary / Discipline specific*

*Please delete as appropriate

	For discipline specific projects, please indicate which of the following categories your project aligns to by marking the appropriate box:

	Business, Management, Accountancy and Finance
	

	History, Classics and Archaeology



	

	Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies


	

	Law
	

	Philosophical and Religious Studies


	

	Sociology, Anthropology and Politics


	

	Any other discipline (please give subject area)

	


Please provide a brief description (about 100 words) of your project. If your bid is successful, this will be used to announce the project via print and electronic media:
It is important that you complete this form in conjunction with the guidelines for applications. Ensure that you consider the selection criteria set out in section 1.5 when completing the sections below. No section should be longer than 500 words.
1. Full description of project and proposed outcomes, including relevance of the project to the development of teaching and learning in Islamic Studies in UK higher education 
2. Potential benefit to the Islamic Studies higher education community and potential impact on this community and beyond
Please describe the potential benefit of your proposed outcomes and deliverables, including the potential take-up by practitioners and the potential impact on one or more of the following: the student learning experience in Islamic Studies; institutional or cross-institutional structures or policy; constituencies outside higher education who are working on issues relating to Islam and Muslims in the UK
3. Innovation
Please state how your project addresses a clearly identified gap in knowledge or resources, and is innovative in the context of learning and teaching in Islamic Studies.
4. Dissemination
How will project outcomes be disseminated to a wide audience?
5. Monitoring and evaluation
How will you evaluate the effectiveness of your project?
6. Costs and value for money

Outline the costs involved. Provide details of buying out of staff time and other costs. What contribution will the host institution make? How does the project provide value for money? 
7. Timetable

Please provide a timetable of your work which will be used to monitor progress.

Data protection statements

· I understand that the information I have provided will be stored in an electronic format by the Higher Education Academy and its subject centres.
· I understand that the information I have provided will be accessible to, and shared by, the Higher Education Academy and its subject centres.
· I understand that my name, job title and department may be shared with my employer for networking, professional development and reporting purposes.

	Signature of lead proposer:
	


Agreement of senior management in the institution(s) involved
	Signature of Head of Institution or nominee:
	

	Name and position:
	

	Name of partner institution (if any):
	

	Signature of Head of Institution or nominee:
	

	Name and position:
	


Please return this form both electronically and in hard copy to:
Carrie Drewer
The Higher Education Academy

Innovation Way

York Science Park

Heslington, York

YO10 5BR

islamicstudies@heacademy.ac.uk
Deadline for submission: Friday 29 October 2010.

