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Seminar Series 2011
Wales
Call for Expressions of Interest

The Higher Education Academy is pleased to invite Higher Education Institutions, and Further Education Colleges delivering Higher Education in Wales, to be part of a national seminar series.  Funding has been provided to enable us to offer a grant of £500 to institutions to host and deliver a seminar during the series, and produce a briefing paper for the sector.
The seminar series invites the sector to promote research and evidence that has informed institutional policy and/or practice.

The seminar series seeks to explore policies and practice in the following thematic areas: 
· Assessment and feedback (including giving effective student feedback, getting ‘more for less’ in assessment and feedback, assessment and flexible learning).
· Student engagement and student voice.
· Learning for employment (including employability and skills).
· Learning in employment (including employer engagement, employee learning, and work-based learning).
Institutions are invited to specify which thematic area they would like to focus on when applying to host and deliver a seminar as part of the series. 
The aims, content and organisation of the seminar series are described in detail below.
1. Aims 
· To enable institutions to disseminate and share evidence-based practice in relation to the thematic areas listed above.
· To facilitate critical discussion in relation to innovative developments and practice in the thematic areas listed above.
· To promote critical discussion in relation to maintaining and enhancing the quality of the student experience in relation to the thematic areas listed above.
2. Seminar Content 
Each seminar should cover one or both of the following:

· the presentation of findings from a research or evaluation project (either completed or in-progress) and its implications for practice 

and/or

· evidence-informed practice(s) (i.e. the application of research/evaluation evidence to practice).  

Successful applicants will be invited to discuss the format of the seminar beforehand to ensure consistency as well as being sufficiently flexible to allow innovative presentations (including virtual presentations).

3. Audience 

The seminars will be open to all those interested in the seminar topic, with preference being given to staff working in HE institutions and FE colleges.  Host institutions should be able to offer at least 30 places allocated on a first come, first served basis. At least half the places should be made available to delegates across the UK wishing to attend from outside the host institution. 
4. Organisation
The seminars will be hosted by and held in the institutions that have made successful applications in response to this call.  Institutions interested in hosting a seminar during the series must ensure (and be able to demonstrate in their expression of interest form) that their seminar is fully accessible to any delegates who may wish to attend.  This includes the provision of an accessible venue and accessible presentations, which are made available to delegates electronically (preferably in advance).

5. Marketing 

The marketing of each seminar, its organisation and communication with delegates will be managed by the host institution.  The host will be responsible for advertising the seminar in collaboration with the Higher Education Academy.  The Academy will use a number of mechanisms to advertise the series, to include (amongst others) JISCmail lists, website, and regular Academy Updates to the sector.   

6. Timing 
Seminars will be held regularly throughout 2011.  Institutions should specify their preferred dates in their expression of interest form.  Each seminar should last a minimum of 2 hours and provide opportunities for networking and/or discussion.  Following notification of a place on the series, the date and time of each seminar (along with other key details specified in point 8) should be confirmed with the Academy as soon as possible and no later than Friday 7 January 2011.  
7. Outputs 

All host institutions should produce a briefing paper within four weeks of delivering their seminar to stimulate discussion, share practice and support the sector’s access to relevant research. It will be disseminated through the Academy’s EvidenceNet site.  The paper will summarise the key issues presented at the seminar, including the implications of research for practice. A template will be provided to institutions to assist in this process and to facilitate consistency of approach across the series.  
8. Hosting a seminar  
To take part in this series, please complete an expression of interest form and email it to seminarseries@heacademy.ac.uk by Tuesday 30 November 2010. 

If you would like to discuss the programme for your seminar before submitting a proposal, please contact Matthew Watkins (matthew.watkins@heacademy.ac.uk). 
Institutions will be contacted by the Academy in mid-December to confirm whether or not a place in the series has been allocated to them.  Successful institutions will be asked to confirm a date, time, venue, title and names of presenters as soon as possible (and no later than Friday 7 January 2011) after receiving confirmation of their place in the series to ensure basic arrangements are authorised before the series is advertised.  
9. Selection criteria 

The following criteria will be used to select institutions to take part in the series:  
· Clear alignment with one of the seminar themes.
· Being able to situate the seminar within the context of current debates about the thematic area.
· Of clear interest and applicability to as wide an audience as possible (though recognising the importance of discipline/ subject specificity).
· Including opportunities for participant interaction.

Seminar Series 2011 

Wales
Expression of Interest Form

· Please refer to the Seminar Series Wales 2011 Call for Expressions of Interest before completing this form.

· Please do not submit additional documentation with this form.  Institutions will be chosen for inclusion in the series based on the content of this form.

· Please submit this form to seminarseries@heacademy.ac.uk by Tuesday 30 November 2010. 
· If you would like to discuss the programme before submitting a proposal, please contact Matthew Watkins (matthew.watkins@heacademy.ac.uk).
	Institution Name:
	


	Key Contact Details:

	Name
	

	Institutional role
	

	Contact address


	

	Postcode
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	


	Administration Contact Details: 

	Name
	

	Institutional role
	

	Contact address


	

	Postcode
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	


	Seminar Focus:
Please specify which thematic area you would like to focus on:

	Strand 1:  Assessment and feedback (including giving effective student feedback, getting ‘more for less’ in assessment and feedback, and assessment and flexible learning)
	Yes/No

	Strand 2:  Student engagement and student voice
	Yes/No

	Strand 3:  Learning for employment (including employability and skills)
	Yes/No

	Strand 4:  Learning in employment (including employer engagement, employee learning, and work-based learning) 
	Yes/No


	Seminar Content:
Please indicate whether you intend to present research/evaluation findings and/or the application of research evidence to practice.

	Research/evaluation findings 
	Yes/No

	Evidence-informed practice
	Yes/No

	Both
	Yes/No


	Seminar Title:
Please note, your title can be provisional at this stage but must be confirmed once a place in the series has been offered.

	


	Abstract:
Please provide brief details of the aims, objectives and intended outcomes of the proposed seminar as well as the proposed structure of the seminar. Please refer to the call for expressions of interest for details of seminar content and the selection criteria. These can be provisional at this stage but must be confirmed once a place in the series has been offered (approx 500 words).

	


	Title and Name of any Presenter(s):

	


	Accessibility of the Seminar:
Please indicate the considerations you will make to ensure your seminar is accessible.

	


	Timing Preference:

Please suggest a series of dates in order of preference between March and July 2011. Please ensure that suitable facilities for a minimum of 30 delegates are available on the suggested dates.

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	

	7.
	

	8.
	

	9.
	

	10.
	


	Length of Seminar:
Please specify the length of seminar you propose (minimum 2 hours). Please note that seminars should take place between the hours of 10:00-16:00.

	


	Outputs - Briefing Paper:
All host institutions should produce a briefing paper within 4 weeks of delivering their seminar to stimulate discussion, share practice and support the sector’s access to relevant research.  
Please indicate institutional commitment by ticking the box.

	     I agree to produce a briefing paper within 4 weeks of delivering the seminar, which will be published on the Academy’s EvidenceNet website.


	Signature and date
The Higher Education Academy will be storing data on the successful institutions and institutional contacts. By submitting this proposal you will be indicating your agreement to the following:
· I understand that the information I have provided will be stored in an electronic format by the Higher Education Academy and its Subject Centres.
· I understand that the information I have provided will be accessible to, and shared by, the Higher Education Academy and its Subject Centres.
· I understand that my name, job title and department may be shared with my employer for networking, professional development and reporting purposes.

	Signature:



	Name: 



	Date:  


Please submit this form to seminarseries@heacademy.ac.uk by Tuesday 30 November 2010.
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