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Elena joined the Department of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Sheffield (UoS) in 2001, having previously worked in industry for seven years.  She is currently in charge of enterprise development and since she joined the University has developed three degrees which aim at embedding enterprise and management in engineering.  
Elena comments that the focus of her teaching of enterprise in engineering has evolved through the years and moved from the exploitation of university research, where there tended to be no ‘real-life’ dimension to students' work, through working with external companies with real problems, predominantly in the area of product development, which added the ‘real-life’ dimension. Her teaching in this field now focuses on working directly with disadvantaged individuals with specific needs that can be improved by engineering and enterprise solutions which have a truly real dimension, leading to high technical involvement, meaningful engagement on business venturing and an astonishing emotional commitment from students.

Thanks to her regular requests for feedback on her teaching performance, Elena knows her innovative teaching methods have been widely accepted by her students.  She attributes much of her teaching success to student feedback as it has helped to shape her teaching and comments include:

“The module is excellent.  Initially I felt a technical subject would have been a better option.  But after the first class I realised that it could never match the things I learnt in this module.”  

“It was an extremely well prepared and well placed course.  Undoubtedly the best so far in the mechanical engineering degree programme.  I learned a lot not for this course but my future professional course of action.”

Elena is also the founder of the Enterprise lab, better known as the E-lab, which was the basis for the Enterprise Zone concept, the White Rose CETLE hubs, a £4.8 million HEFCE grant venture.  

Lecturing on Enterprise and Technology, Business Planning and Technology Strategy, she has been recognised by the Royal Academy of Engineering, the Higher Education Academy and the University of Sheffield. 
Elena´s research interests include Entrepreneurial and Enterprising potential and how to transfer this potential to seek and solve commercial problems. During the past four years she has been involved with the Cambridge-MIT Alliance in the EHGI project.
She is also very interested in studying learning techniques to effectively develop the engineer of the 21st century, and also is keen to investigate ways to be inclusive in her teaching, and consequently develop a diverse and equal environment for all students and colleagues.
