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Gilly Salmon is Professor of E-Learning and Learning Technologies at the University of Leicester, where she is Head of the Beyond Distance Research Alliance and of the Media Zoos. She is a National Teaching Fellow (2006) and member of the Higher Education Academy Council and Board.

Her research interests include designing for online learning, online teacher and e-moderator developments, exploitations of ‘everyday’ technologies for learning use, and learning futures.

Gilly has consistently seized opportunities to promote and enhance the student learning experience on a large scale, across a wide range of diverse countries, situations and disciplines and through pedagogical innovation, often ahead of the mainstream. Over the years, her work has impacted positively way beyond her own institution, at national and international level, within her discipline and more generally. 
In 1993, she provided a tutor-mediated and supportive environment for MBA students outside the UK working within traditional OU distance learning systems. She realised that many of the students in Western Europe were unable to attend regular face-to-face tutorials and broke new ground by training tutors to work online and structuring remote group work and tutorials.
At the OU, from 1998-2000, she directed a Certificate in Management Programme for managers in voluntary and non-profit organisations, which included the courses’ deployment in a range of developmental projects in Eritrea, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe, enabling students in developing countries to access high quality distance management education.

Gilly authored a new innovation strategy for the University of Leicester in 2005 which is now three years into implementation.  She has established the ‘Media Zoos’ which provide a safe and fun environment for teachers and learners to explore the technologies and visions of the future for higher education. The Media Zoos are found as a physical space on the Leicester campus, as well as a web based zoo (www.le.ac.uk/beyonddistyance/mediazoo) and on the multi-user virtual world, Second Life.  All 15 research projects in the ‘Zoo’ have the names of animals, and all have an important research-to-practice element. She is currently working on establishing a ‘Learning Futures Academy’ which will engage with students in highly creative ways of imagining the future for learning. 

She has researched and developed a two day learning design workshop, called ‘CARPE DIEM’ (seize the day) focussed on learner centred use of Virtual Learning Environments  which has extensively influenced design at Leicester and 13 other universities. 

The Beyond Distance Research Alliance (BDRA) brings together learners, teachers, researchers and employers interested in the field of innovation in teaching, learning and assessment from any discipline, mode and level of education and is a major force in the university and the sector for research into practice for learning innovation

Her most recent book is Podcasting for Learning in Universities but also popular are Learning in Groups, E-moderating and E-tivities. 

Web sites

www.podcastingforlearning.com
www.le.a.c.uk/beyonddistance
www.le.a.c.uk/beyonddistance/mediazoo
www.atimod.com
