.

Journal of Hospitality, Leisure,
Sport and Tourism Education

Vol. 4, No. 2.
ISSN: 1473-8376
www.hlst.heacademy.ac.uk/johlste

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE REVIEW

Sport and Society

John Harris (jharril0@kent.edu)
Kent State University
Kent, Ohio, USA.

DOI:10.3794/johlste.42.114
© Journal of Hospitality, Leisure, Sport and Tourism Education

Cashmore, E. (200%)laking Sense of Sports (4th edn). London: Routledge.

Coakley, J. (2004%portsin Society: Issues and Controversies (8" edn). Boston: McGraw Hill.

In teaching at different institutions, across a bamof levels, it is noticeable that there is akedr
difference in student learning when the subjecstatly is something that the group can easily relate
to. When students feel ‘engaged’ with a particigabject then learning is often perceived as more
relevant and enjoyable. It is well established thetive learning is more effective than passive
learning (see for example, Biggs, 1999) and lookihthe place of sport in society provides numerous
opportunities to develop learning strategies.

It is some forty years since the publication of it@m and Loy’s (1965) seminal paper, which
provided a significant catalyst for developing goeiology of sport as a field of academic studyeOn
of the earliest texts to contribute to the develeptof the subject was Jay Coakley’'s (193&)rt in
Society. Since then the subject has grown markedly teesttent that the study of sport in society can
no longer be considered a ‘young and naive prolilem@arvie, 2004:579). The following essay
looks at two key texts in the area. It is hopeat this will be the first in a series of reviewsithwill
explore core texts in the subject areas of Hospifdleisure, Sport and Tourism. As lecturers and
students are often faced with an increasingly wetleice of texts to consider when developing
courses and/or purchasing relevant works, it igsaged that these reviews will help locate texts in
relation to their suitability for learning and téaug.

The work of both Cashmore and Coakley appear orctine reading lists of many undergraduate
modules related to sport in society. Over the fifisen years they have become widely accepted as
the key introductory books in the subject. Althougiheat introductory texts have appeared recently
(e.g. Horne et al., 1999; Houlihan, 2003; Jones Andour, 2000) the works of Cashmore and
Coakley are still considered as the key readingsiany undergraduate programmes. The first edition
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of Coakley’'s (1978) work predates Cashmore’s (1990jwelve years. Since then the subject area
has witnessed exponential growth, but it is wodting that many introductory texts in sociologylsti
largely ignore sport. Such an omission seems pdatiy strange when one considers the place of
sport in contemporary society.

In the eighth edition ofport in Society Coakley (2004) highlights the purpose of his peddtion as
being about showing students how sociology candael tio study sports in society, and encouraging
students to ask questions and think critically alsports as part of social life. The text is orgadito
facilitate the use of published literature, combimgth the Internet, to learn about sports in siycie
Although | have always found it to be an accessibtek, as the text has been developed it has
become more and more ‘student friendly’. An accomypag lecturer’s resource pack and website
provide further support. At the end of each chapteaddition to highlighting key texts in the are
Coakley also includes a list of useful websites.

In my own teaching of the subject | have noticedt tstudents do not always ‘locate’ where the
information is coming from. Weaker students occaalily ‘parrot’ Coakley without recognising the
historical and cultural situatedness of his workrigus issues have a very different backgrountien t
United States of America than they do in the UnKeagdom. Cashmore’s text is quite useful here as
he uses numerous examples from both the USA andKh® contextualise key issues.

Cashmore’s work provides a useful introductory uiw as he integrates numerous perspectives in
an attempt to make sense of sport. In drawing gtodies from a variety of disciplines, Cashmore
shows how research into sport has developed markaajuing that ‘sport as an institution is jush to
economically big, too politically important, toofimential in shaping people’s lives not to be taken
seriously as a subject for academic inquiry’ (2@)5His text differs to Coakley’s in that sectianis
Cashmore’s work now encompass more of a broad lajpgioach, drawing upon contributions from a
range of behavioural and physical sciences. As @ahkley’'s text, Cashmore’s work has developed a
great deal since the first edition was published.

Both authors, as befits their status as key figuredbe subject, write in a clear and accessibje st
Each text includes a number of thought-provokingsgiwns and useful exercises to develop thinking
around subjects. Where both texts are also valuagbtbat they are not constrained by any one
particular theoretical viewpoint and demonstratfultidimensional and wide-reaching scope of the
subject. For those of us committed to the promigeesociological imagination, both texts showttha
there are numerous ways to look at the place at spsociety.

The challenge for those of us teaching units omtsgpa society is to get our students thinking lmelyo
taken-for-granted assumptions and to begin queastipranalysing and reflecting upon the social
world. It is important to view learning related gport and society as being about conceptual change
and not just the acquisition of information. Bigd®999) suggests that such change can take place
when it is clear to learners what is ‘appropriatehiat the objectives are and where they can see the
direction in which they are heading. Both textsadle identify ‘signposts’ throughout to help point
the way and each also provides some thought-progajuiestions at the end of each chapter.
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