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Post-Secondary Website Will Create Olympics Learning Legacy

Lesson from Past Olympic Games: Sharing Knowledge is Key
Studies after the Olympic Games in Salt Lake City and Sydney indicated a missed opportunity to collect and package Games-related information and share this with residents and post-secondary institutions.  Learning from these host communities, a BC consortium has developed www.elegacies.ca/2010: a free online tool for colleges, universities and other organizations to maximize the learning opportunities from the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. The site was launched on September 24th to fanfare from educators, students, and project partners. 

2010 Today Discussion Starters
e-Legacies: learning resources for the 2010 Games will encourage  college and university instructors and students to discuss the topics created by the Games including: tourism marketing activities, transportation challenges, venue design, social impacts, merchandising strategies, ticketing, security and volunteer issues, mega-event management, and many more. The topics are presented in 2-page 2010 Today Discussion Starters, resources written in a balanced journalistic style which include questions and debate topics to encourage critical thinking.

Other Site Features
Guests at the website launch were also introduced to two other parts of the site: a database of 2010-2012 Learning: What’s Happening, and the 2010-2012 Games Online Resource Centre. Said Terry Hood, LinkBC general manager: “e-Legacies features a directory of Games-related post-secondary educational activity and research in BC, Canada and the UK, and an instructors’ guide to the Top 10 Games-related online resources. The site also features an online library containing hundreds of research links, reports, statistics, trends, news and current issues related to past, current and future Olympic and Paralympic Games.” 
A Collaborative Effort 
e-Legacies is a collaborative project of BC post-secondary institutions, including Capilano University, Thompson Rivers University, and Simon Fraser University. It is coordinated by LinkBC (www.linkbc.ca), funded through BCcampus (www.bccampus.ca), and is being supported by the Vancouver Sun. After 2010, the BC team will hand the site over to the UK universities in the 2012 Olympics Special Interest Group of the Higher Education Academy and Podium, the Higher Education Unit for the 2012 Games. While not an official VANOC resource, e-Legacies has received valuable input from VANOC and is a featured link on vancouver2010.com/edu: the Canadian School Portal for the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. 

A Learning Legacy
Says Don Black, VANOC’s Director of Education Programs: “we support this home-grown effort by colleges and universities in the LinkBC network to help us maximize the learning opportunities from the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.  They have created a unique learning resource that will very likely be a major learning legacy of the Vancouver 2010 Games.” 

To access e-Legacies: learning resources for the 2010 Games, visit www.elegacies.ca/2010. 
For more information:

Terry Hood, Project Manager: terry@linkbc.ca, 604.990.7962. 
Maynard Kirkpatrick, Project Coordinator: mkirkpatrick@tru.ca, 250.754.7787. 
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