Ten Years After…

[image: image1.png]The

Higher
Education

Academy




                                           [image: image2.png]



Ten Years After…
It is now ten years since a network of 24 subject centres was established in the UK to support developments in learning and teaching in Higher Education. What was then called the Learning and Teaching Support Network (LTSN) became part of the newly established Higher Education Academy in 2004 - and we are still going strong. Today this subject-based approach to enhancing the learning experiences of students is well regarded at home and overseas for its work sharing evidence-based effective practice, promoting curriculum development, raising awareness of issues affecting higher education, networking within and between subject areas, and raising the status of learning and teaching. 

Ten years ago we were putting into effect our plans for a new Hospitality, Leisure, Sport and Tourism Network as one of the 24 subject centres. Nina Becket was appointed as our first manager and Laura Mattin as our first administrator. As the only full time members of the Network team they helped us to quickly plan and develop our web-based resources; develop and launch “LINK”; develop and launch our on-line peer reviewed Journal, “JoHLSTE”; provide a range of workshops and conferences, launch our fund to support pedagogic research and development … and to establish ourselves in our subject communities through a range of user-centred products and services. They, with our extended team of subject liaison officers and institutional representatives, helped us to quickly establish ourselves as a Subject Centre which was working effectively with and for its subject communities and which was soon described as “punching above its weight”!
In this, our tenth anniversary year, we still pride ourselves on the operational standards we have established and the quality and usefulness of our products and services. We enjoy excellent working relations with our colleagues in Subject Associations and with Professional and Industry Bodies and we recognise that nothing would have been achieved without the support and encouragement we have enjoyed from teachers in universities and colleges across the UK – and beyond.

Much has changed in Higher Education in the last ten years, and we have tried to develop our activities to reflect this. Finding ways to help busy academics to meet contemporary challenges and to continue to enhance the learning opportunities and experiences of their students has always been at the forefront of our planning.

The year ahead promises to be more challenging than most. There are uncertainties about the future shape and direction of the HE Academy and about our own funding as a subject centre - to be expected in the current climate. There are significant and fundamental challenges to be addressed regarding the nature of Higher Education and the expectations and experiences of learners within it, and also with our academic standards - from government, from employers and from students themselves - which subjects in the Hospitality, Leisure, Sport and Tourism grouping, like others, must address. We look forward to continuing to work with you to ensure that the subjects in our grouping provide a lesson to others in their understanding of the issues and the effectiveness of their approaches to addressing them.

To mark our tenth year we have added a logo to the home page on our web site and hope in due course to link this to “testimonials” from those who have found value in our work over the years. If you would like to contribute to this, please send your thoughts on our ten years of activity to clive.robertson@brookes.ac.uk 
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