Olympics Special Interest Group
Notes of first meeting of the Steering Group
September 10th, 2009, Gypsy Lane Campus, Oxford Brookes University
Present: to be added

Introduction
CR welcomed everybody to the first meeting of the Steering Group and presented the context to the SIG and its purpose in maximising the potential of the 2012 Olympics to engage both tutors and students and to raise the profile of the HLST subjects. The work of the SIG dovetailed with the activities if PODIUM, which is charged with promoting the Olympics to further and higher education. The funding of PODIUM would eventually cease but it is hoped that its remit would be continued by the work of the SIG.  It was planned to develop the HLST Subject Centre web site and to use the logo passed on from LINKBC in Vancouver.
Bibliography offered from??


Objectives
The following objectives for the work of the SIG were agreed:
1. To promote the Olympics as a vehicle for learning and development in higher education;
2. To link Olympic themes across the HLST subjects ;
3. To encourage research into the Olympics and its integration with teaching and learning; in higher education
4. To encourage  the production and dissemination of resources, including learning objects, to support the study of the Olympics;
5. To foster interactivity between staff and students through engagement in issues and challenges raised by hosting the 2012 Olympics.

Proposals
· ‘Discussion Starters’
The idea came from LINK BC who have 46 topics in their programme) in order to enhance the student learning experience. They would be written in journalistic style (some possible by students).  Responsibility – Elisa Argent

· Student competition (March 2010).
It was agreed that, rather than a conventional essay competition, a more appropriate format might be something like a Blog to include slogans, logos and images. Responsibility-Ian Pickup and Donna Chambers

· To highlight and disseminate articles and papers with an Olympic theme, with the support of annotated bibliographies. Responsibility-ALL

· To liaise with, and develop close links with, Olympic Studies Centres, both in the UK and overseas.  Responsibility-ALL


· To link with the IOC/IPC to explore the use of resources in teaching and learning and to inform and update them on the progress made. Responsibility- Dikaia Chatziefstathiou

· To write personal biographies for the web site. Responsibility-ALL


· Case studies
To commission and write a series of case studies
The target would be 40/50 (ten in each subject?) and the format would include the purpose, context, implementation and evaluation of the approach or method adopted.
The invitation to submit would be on the HLST Subject Centre web site
Responsibility-Elisa Argent

· Themed publication/events
· Student conference
A student-run event (Bournemouth) in February/March 2010, aimed at all institutions and targeting HEIs with Olympic Studies Centres/Units. Responsibility-Holly Henderson.
· The HLST Annual Conference in November 2010
· LINK 26 (the HLST Subject Centre Newsletter) to be published in October 2010.

· Further links/developments
· Explore the opportunities for funding of resources and personnel with LOCOG
· Establish links with the Cultural Olympics-contact Beatrice Garcia.
· Promote the cross-disciplinary nature of the Olympics through other HE Academy Subject Centres
· Contact Calvin Jones (Cardiff Business School)?

· Future meeting/events
· Next meeting of Steering Group-November 2009 in Canterbury (Responsibility- Dikaia Chatziefstathiou).
· A Manchester meeting-before Christmas 2009? (Responsibility-Rita Ralston).
· To be represented at PODIUM conference in London in December
· To link up with LINK BC in Vancouver during the Winter Olympics- February 2010. Responsibility-Brandon Crimes.
· Bournemouth meeting in April 2010 to include insights into preparations for the Sailing Test Event in August in Weymouth. Responsibility-Holly Henderson
· It was also noted that the AEME conference would be held at the Sailing Academy in Bournemouth in 2012



