Coaching in Practice


Case Study

Lyme Bay Kayaking Tragedy and The Current Regulation of Outdoor Adventure Activities
On 22 March 1993, a group of eight pupils and their teacher were accompanied by two instructors from an outdoor centre in a canoe (kayak) trip across Lyme Bay, on the south coast of England. As a result of a series of errors and circumstances, four of the teenagers drowned. The four other children, two instructors and a teacher survived. The party had run into difficulties straight away and were swept out to sea where all their canoes were quickly swamped. 

The subsequent trial resulted in the prosecution of the activity centre and the centre manager. The owner of the activity centre and the centre itself were convicted of corporate manslaughter over the deaths. St Alban's Centre had failed to safely organise and supervise the canoeing activity and had not employed suitable staff. There were also guilty of failing to prepare emergency procedures which should have been implemented as soon as the difficulties arose. 
This was the first conviction for this offence in the UK. The owner was jailed for three years but his sentence was cut to two years on appeal. This tragedy accelerated governmental discussions until, in January 1995, the Activity Centres (Young Persons’ Safety) Act 1995 was passed through Parliament in January 1995 and an independent licensing authority, the Adventure Activities Licensing Authority (AALA) was formed.

In 1996 it became a legal requirement under The Activity Centres (Young Persons' Safety) Act 1995 for providers of certain adventure activities to undergo inspection of their safety management systems and become licensed. This licensing scheme only applies to those who offer activities to young people under the age of 18 years that are done in remote or isolated environments such as climbing, caving, trekking and water sports. Voluntary organisations and schools do not fall within scope of the regulations however this does not exempt them from their existing legal duty of care.
What impact do you think the Activity Centres (Young Persons' Safety) Act 1995 has on the roles and responsibilities of coaches working in the adventure activities industry?
Do you think the Activity Centres (Young Persons' Safety) Act 1995 should encompass other sports and activities that are held in purpose built facilities such as climbing wall and rope courses?
Why do you think voluntary organisations such as scout groups and schools do not have to be licensed when taking young people on trips which include adventure activities?
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