
Dublin- 28-29 August 2008

Development of chemistry skills in 
level 1 forensic science students

Variety in Chemistry Education 2008



Project funded by The Centre

for Educational Research and

Development (CERD)

University of Lincoln, UK

Dublin- 28-29 August 2008

Variety in Chemistry Education 2008



Students do not understand concepts 
in introductory Chemistry 
(Forensic Science first year unit).

PROBLEM !
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But… How important is Chemistry
in the degree? Would they cope
3 years without it? 
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How do students react?
They go to their peers and those who 

understood the message explain it to 

those who didn’t 

Dublin- 28-29 August 2008

Variety in Chemistry Education 2008



Make student explain chemistry

to other students using a series 

of video clips !!

How can we help ?
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Make off functional groups

make off functional groups.avi

Functional groups video

FunctionalGrps.mov

make off functional groups.avi
make off functional groups.avi
FunctionalGrps.mov
FunctionalGrps.mov


How did we know what they 
consider more difficult?
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How will we know that students find  
the videos useful and they help them 
to understand chemistry? 

Survey and unit results



So… no excuses!! 
LET’S DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT

THANKS!!!!!
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