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Overview

• Aim: encourage students to sustain/ 
enhance their commitment to chemistry 
from UCAS application to graduation.

• Initial focus: school-university transition 
and the post-induction period.



Where do I fit in?
• Several years experience teaching chemistry 

and science to all age groups at an 11-18 
comprehensive school.

• In post since end of May 2007.

• Develop resources to support the transition 
from A-level.

• Expand on the good foundation of outreach 
work already established at Southampton.



Progress so far
• Review of current A-level content and 

comparison between specifications to 
identify gaps in knowledge.

(available for download)

• Creation of Welcome Website for incoming 
undergrads.

• Development of e-learning resources to 
support the transition & enhance learning.



Welcome website – pre-induction
• Designed on the basis of feedback from 

whole 1st year cohort, and interviews with 
focus group.

• Integration of a survey to find out key 
information regarding school experience, 
and to get feedback on the site.

• 2nd phase in mid-sept to include key 
subject material at the KS5/UG interface.

















Induction and beyond
• Presentation from ‘old’ 1st years during 

induction and use of ‘zappers’ to get feedback.

• Promoting independent learning:

“We know where we need to be, but we don’t 
know how to get there!”

• Online A-level revision/catch-up resources 
(quizzes with feedback, self-study material –
must ask for support if needed).



1) Universal indicator and litmus 
both turn red in which type of 
substance?

0%

75%

25% 0%

 Petrol  Acid  Alcohol  Alkali

A. Petrol

B. Acid

C. Alcohol

D. Alkali



Which of these compounds has the 
lowest boiling point?
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The future…
• Comprehensive review of 1st year 

curriculum at Soton, coupled with review of 
new A-level specifications.

• Use of zappers for summative assessment.

• Expansion of e-learning (including 
collaboration with schools/colleges to 
support T&L via ‘virtual outreach’).
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