
“What’s PDP got to do with...?”

Tracey Madden



The e-Portfolio Framework Project

Support use of e-portfolios in physical sciences

• Technical solutions encounter problems of interoperability

• Solution needs to help whole of community

Supporting Student e-Portfolios

• http://bit.ly/4BHnj9



The experience of others says it helps if it is:

•Linked to the objectives of the discipline course

•Integrated into course and timetable

•Supported

•Valued by staff

•Valued by the participants

•Assessed

•Interesting

PDP – meeting challenges to make it work

Personal development planning: what does it mean?

N Jackson

http://bit.ly/vWRFU



‘Work in a team’ 
(Materials Science Benchmark)

‘Plan to improve your own performance’ 
(Engineering Benchmark)

‘Listen carefully’ 
(Physics and Astronomy Benchmark)

‘Time management’ 
(Chemistry Benchmark)

Transferable Skills in QAA Benchmarks
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QAA

Physics Benchmark

Building the e-Portfolio Framework (I)

IOP

Designing Your Future 

Physical Sciences Centre

Student Profiles

e-Porfolio Framework

Skills Statements

Physics



Building the e-Portfolio Framework (II)

• Skill rating

Practitioner I can use this skill well and with confidence such that I have or 

believe I could instruct or support someone else

Improver I can use this skill but have not yet fully confident and feel, or

I have been a confident user in the past but lack recent 

experience and need to update my skills

Learner I have limited experience of this skill and feel I would need 

much more experience to become competent

Beginner I am aware of this skill but have little or no real experience so 

far

New Starter I do not know about this skill and need to 

find out more about it



Building the e-Portfolio Framework (III)

• Evidence Rating

3 I have up to date evidence which demonstrates 

my current ability level

2 I have evidence which demonstrates my current 

ability level but it is not recent

1 I have evidence but it does not demonstrate my 

current level of ability

0 I have no evidence to support my ability and need 

to collect some



e-Portfolio Framework Example

Skills 

Statements

Storage 

Folders



e-Portfolio Framework Example



More Information

• Physical Sciences Centre

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/physsci

• e-portfolios

• PDP

• Higher Education Academy

http://www.heacademy.ac.uk

• PDP

• e-mail t.madden@hull.ac.uk


